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THE GIRL WHO COULD SEE by Kara Swanson

ABOUT THE STORY

CONNECT WITH KARA SWANSON

All her life Fern has been told she is blind to reality—but,
what if she is the only one who can truly see? 
 
Fern Johnson is crazy. At least, that's what the doctors
have claimed since her childhood. Now nineteen, and one
step away from a psych ward, Fern struggles to survive in
bustling Los Angeles. Desperate to appear normal, she
represses the young man flickering at the edge of her
awareness—a blond warrior only she can see. 
 
Tristan was Fern's childhood imaginary hero, saving her
from monsters under her bed and outside her walls. As she
grew up and his secret world continued to bleed into hers,
however, it only caused catastrophe. But, when the city is
rocked by the unexplainable, Fern is forced to consider the
possibility that this young man is not a 
hallucination after all—and that the 
creature who decimated his world may be
coming for hers.

Website: karaswanson.com
Instagram: instagram.com/karaswansonauthor
Facebook: facebook.com/karaswansonauthor/
Twitter: twitter.com/kswansonbooks

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B06XDLLLBQ
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CONTENT GUIDE

ROMANCE (LOW)
Flirting and a kiss.

Mention of blood, bleeding, and violence. Nothing graphic
or detailed.

VIOLENCE (LOW)

Read a full review at
https://authorkacummins.com/2019/06/07/a-

review-of-the-girl-who-could-see/

Two instances of the word stupid.

Fern comes from a broken home. Mention of
drugs, trafficking, and abduction. Nothing
graphic or detailed.

LANGUAGE (LOW)

SENSITIVE TOPICS (LOW)
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MULTIVERSE THEORY
Multiverse theory is a hypothetical concept that suggests
our world is not made up of one universe, but multiple
universes.

Fern and Tristan discover openings between their worlds—
tunnels through spacetime.

STORY CONNECTION

https://www.universetoday.com/77523/multiverse/
 
https://www.space.com/32728-parallel-universes.html
 
https://phys.org/news/2018-05-death-hawking-multiverse-
theory-size.html
 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/startswithabang/2018/07/17/
what-is-and-isnt-scientific-about-the-multiverse/#4f8e87d525c4

RESOURCES FOR EXPLORATION

ACTIVITY IDEA

PROJECT IDEA

Watch a documentary. Here are two on PBS.org.
https://www.pbs.org/video/do-we-live-multiverse-dgkukh/
https://www.pbs.org/video/nova-the-fabric-of-the-cosmos-
universe-or-multiverse/

Explore resources on multiverse theory. Write a paper
presenting your own opinion that answers these questions: Do
you think the theory has merit? Why or why not? Include
evidence to support your opinion.
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BIOTECHNOLOGY
Simply put, biotechnology is technology that harnesses
biological systems and processes.

Without going into too much detail and spoiling the story,
biotechnology is featured as a key element in the plot.

STORY CONNECTION

https://www.britannica.com/technology/biotechnology
 
https://www.khanacademy.org/science/biology/biotech-dna-
technology
 
https://futureoflife.org/background/benefits-risks-
biotechnology/?cn-reloaded=1

RESOURCES FOR EXPLORATION

ACTIVITY IDEA

PROJECT IDEA

Google "biotechnology field trips" in your area. Some places,
like the HudsonAlpha Institute in Huntsville, Alabama, offer
educational opportunities for students in 6th through 12th
grade. https://hudsonalpha.org/field-trips/

Experiment. Try the DIY DNA project on ScienceBuddies.org.
https://www.sciencebuddies.org/science-fair-
projects/project-ideas/BioChem_p015/biotechnology-
techniques/strawberry-dna#summary
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NATIONAL DISASTER RESPONSE PLANNING
A plan created by a government organization for responding
to large-scale disasters and threats.

The threat that destroyed Tristan's world, threatens to
enter Fern's world.

STORY CONNECTION

These resources are for the United States. If you live outside the
United States, research your country's plans for responding to
national disasters and threats. 
 
https://www.doi.gov/recovery
 
https://www.fema.gov/national-disaster-recovery-framework

RESOURCES FOR EXPLORATION

PROJECT IDEA

Research your past events where your nation's disaster and
response plan was put into action. Examine the successes and
failures of the response to those events. Then created a
documentary comparing and contrasting at least two of the
events. Discuss why you think somethings worked while others
didn't, and offer suggestions for improvement if those events
where to occur again.


